
February 5, 2013 

Dear Fellow Dairymen: 

     The Southeast Antitrust litigation looks like it is nearly over. 

     Five million pages of documents have been generated in this case. The legal firms 
(BakerHostetler and Howrey) have spent 7 million dollars in prosecuting this case for 
Southeastern dairymen. BakerHostetler actually took the case over from the Howrey 
Law Firm after Howrey went broke. Many will look at the fact that BakerHostetler has 
been awarded 50 million dollars as a windfall for the attorneys, but the truth is the 
lawyers earn their salary and the rest of the money will go to the creditors of Howrey. 
We as dairymen owe them a huge thank you for their willingness to take on this case 
and put the money into it. Without them we would not have the opportunity for 
structural change that we have now. 

     Most of the dairymen that I have talked to are appreciative of the Dean Foods/SMA 
checks they have already received. Some of them truly understand the case and the 
need for structural change. Many don’t know what has happened, and a few are not 
satisfied with the outcome. My opinion is - the settlement monies coupled with the 
injunctive relief negotiated in the Agreements - is probably as good as we could hope 
have hoped for!  Going to court and putting it in the hands of a jury had a lot of risks. 
The saying “a bird in the hand is better than two in the bush” holds true in the case. 

     Hopefully through this whole process we as dairymen have learned something. The 
bottom line to this problem goes back to integrity and transparency. We as dairymen, 
in many of our co-ops, have turned our business over to hired managers who in some 
cases have not been competent to manage a large business, and in some instances, 
have embezzled our money and lied to us about what they are doing.  Ultimately, we as 
members were for the benefit of the co-operative, instead of the co-operative being for 
the benefit of the members. 

     I would encourage all members of co-operatives to hold their boards and managers 
to the same level of transparency that the settlement has dictated to DFA. There is 
opportunity for the southeast to be a good place to dairy. It is up to dairymen to make 
this happen. Ask questions and demand answers about how your milk is marketed. 

     A special thanks also to the Honorable Judge J. Ronnie Greer for his hard work and 
effort in this case. 

Ben Shelton 

(Dairy owner in North Carolina) 


